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round a sick person and given to another to eat, the illness
is transferred from the sufferer to the latter. ... At Kolhapur
the following ceremony is practised in the case of persons
suffering from swollen glands. Rice, black gram, etc., are
tied in a yellow cloth, and three knots are made in it. This is
then kept for one night under the pillow of the diseased
person. It is taken out the next morning and thrown away
at a place where three roads meet. It is then supposed that
the person who stepped on the bundle first is attacked by the
disease, and the one for whom the rite is performed is cured.
A similar rite prevails in the Deccan for the cure of boils,
seven knots being made in the cloth, and millet being used
in place of rice." *
1 R. E. Enthoven, Folklore of Bombay, pp. 276 sq.